THE  EXA3IINEH 


NKW-yOllK,  SATITRPW,  AUGUST  13.  1S14. 


tvbcre  the  enemy  have  got  foot-bold  in  the 
tv  ist,  to  the  one  they  have  seized  in  the  name 
of  tlieir  king,  in  the  east — he,  as  an  exeeutivef 
stands  alone — there  is  no  republican  but  him, 
none,  no.  not  one  who  owns  our  quarrel  just, 
or  our  liberties  invaded,  though  the  smoke 
of  oiir  dwellings  is  seen  from  their  hills. 

Thus  placed,  thus  with  a  thousand  eyes 
upon  iiim,  and  thousands  of  hearts  beating  in 
hope  that  this  state  may  do  something  to  re¬ 
trieve  its  almo-t  lost  character ;  what  is  be 
doing,  what  has  he  done  ? 

Ho  has  to  be  sure  issued  an  order  for  the 
state  quota  of  militia,  or  caused  it  to  be  done. 
And  one  would  suppose  the  latter,  for  an  a/i^ 
rhorite,  in  the  woods  of  St.  Lawrence,  if  he 
sup|iossd  the  troops  of  Wellington  so  near  at 
hand  as  the  governor  knows  th(!m  to  be.  would 
have  infused  into  it  more  spirit  and  anima¬ 
tion.  It  is  in  this  respect  unlike  that  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Snyder,  on  the  same  occasion.  And 
yet  but  a  single  sentence  is  wanting,  ("where 
danger  first  threaten*.  I  will  be  with  you,”)  to 
give  it  all  the  animation  and  spirit  required. 

The  “  patriotic  volunteers,”  the  yeoman¬ 
ry,  from  the  independent  farmer  to  the  day- 
la  Ixnirer,  the  merchant,  meehanic,  the  ex- 
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34  CEDAR-STREEr, 

AT  FIVE  DOLLARS  PER  ANVUM. 


^  From  the  SaraUga  Journal. 

"Watchman — what  of  the  night?” 

If  we  do  not  entirely  mistake  the  duty  and 
businessof  a  Chief  .Magistrate  of  this  state, 
at  such  a  time  as  this,  th  -re  i*  as  •niicli  apa- 
thv  and  supineness  in  Go v.-ruor  Tnmpkins  at 
th  is  perilous  moment,  as  in  any  who  own*  the 
name  of  republican. 

If  we  do  not  also  mistake  the  duty  of  the 
conductors  of  the  public  journals,  friendly  to 
him.  and  to  their  country,  they  cannot  on  this 
occasion  be  silent.  They  will  as  boldly  speak 
to  the  nilers.  as  to  the  people. 

At  all  events,  hazard  it  we  shall. 

Two  years  has  the  state  been  under  the 
destructive  ravages  of  federalism — of  men  at 
peace  with  every  thing  czeapt  God,  their 
country,  and  government. 

That  that  desolating  waste  might  be  repair¬ 
ed  ; 

That  their  patriotic  and  beloved  chief  ma¬ 
gistrate  might  be  untrammelled  and  at  litier- 
ty  himself  to  act  and  put  the  state  in  an  atti¬ 
tude  of  defence,  the  good  people  of  the  state, 
rallied  to  the  polls  and  gave  him  a  legisla¬ 
ture,  like  himself,  at  peace  with  their  coun¬ 
try,  but  at  war  with  the  enemy. 

A  part  of  the  state  of  New-Vork  is  in  pos- 
se.ssion  of  that  enemy. 

A  part  of  an  adjoining  state,  Eastjiort,  is  in 
actual  allegiance  to  George  Ilf. 

Five  hundred  miles  of  the  frontier  of  this 
state  to  the  north,  besides  that  to  the  soulii. 
open  to  the  destruction  of  the  enemy — and 
not  twenty  miles  of  this  great  extent,  but  is 
entirely  exposed  to  their  invasion. 

All  t^iis  he  must  see  and  know — he  sees  too. 
that  there  are  in  every  quarter,  individuals, 
who  would  aid  the  progress  of  that  enomy— 
that  the  main  boily  of  the  people  are  either 
asleep,  have  been  touched  with  a  torpid  wand, 
or  are  waiting  lor  him  to  act.  to  sjjeak,  to  call 
the  legislature,  or  to  do  something  which  they  i 
know  the  crisis  demands,  and  which  they  be-  ; 
lieve  is  his  duty  to  do.  i 

He  must  also  he  sensible  that  a  march  of  < 
easier,  than  was  sup-  ^ 


ing  the  strength  of  the  foe — the  places  of  pro¬ 
bable  attack — the  probable  number  of  tories 
who  would  aid — of  the  federalists  who  would 
fight — force  necessary  to  watch — to  repel— 
and  the  best  means  within  the  state  to  stop 
the  enemy’s  progress,  or  Burgoyne  him 
when  he  came. 

Perhaps  he  is  doing  all  this,  some  of  it,  or 
something  better ;  IniI  honestly  we  have  ne¬ 
ver  heard  an  intimation  of  it.  Vet  can  any¬ 
one  doubt  the  propriety  of  something  of  this 
kind  being  done,  or  doubt  the  new  legislature 
rein.iiierating  him  tor  expenses  and  trouble, 
and  carrying  into  eflfect,  any  thing  he  shoidd 
recommend  to  put  the  state  in  a  posture  of 
defence,  and  do  what  he  has  frequently  in 
vain  recommended  to  the  federal  legislature, 
make  the  rich,  as  well  as  the  poor,  bear  the 
biirdi'n. 

N^o  man  in  the  world,  could  so  quickly  ral¬ 
ly  and  concentrate  the  physical  force  of  the 
state  of  New-Vork,  as  be.  Such  is  his  popu- 


the  enemy  to  \lhany,  is 
posed  would  be  that  of  the  allies  from  Basil, 
or  even  from  Troyes  to  Paris. 

That  in  six  siates  north  of  Pennsylvania, 
ftxiui  the  shores  of  F.rie  and  \iagara,  to  thoie 
of  the  Atlantic — from  the  place  on  our  soil 
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larity,  so  highly  is  he  esteemed  by  the  rmif/)-|  ble  men  should  be  kiiowu  as  such  ;  and 
rih),  that  he  need  but  to  move,  and  to  speak,  my  judgment,  he  who  labours  to  infoi  m 
doing  something  the  public  on  a  |.oint  so  important,  renders 
has  not  come.  Perhaps  there  is  no  danger.  the  state  a  service,  and  ought  to  l)e  ap- 
r>iit  an  equally  frobabU  i)erhaps,  is,  that  a  L^t  us,  however,  see  what 

EfcX'tTrfor'Jl  Mr.S0U.hwic.  ta  Ihe  rClcing  ex- 

at  Plattsburgh,  or  even  at  Albany.  tract ; 

One  word  more  :  and  if  it  could  reach  him,  Saratoga  Jmtmal,  is  denominated  a  re- 

that  should  be  addressed  to  his  excellency  pufi/tron  paper ;  it  has  thus  far  supported  the 
The  l{f'e  blood  of  the  army — of  our  best  sons  administration  through  thick  and  thin  ;  it  has 
and  choicest  soldici*  is  streaming,  and  with  dQug  (hg  work,  we  had  like  to  have  said  the 
the  asliPK  of  the  last  November  midnight  vie-  of  Ambrose  Spencer  &  Co.  never 

lims,  mingling — to  regain  that  part  ol  a  state  hesitating  a  moment  to  denounce  those  who 
under  your  command,  so  long  held  by  their  would  not  cling  to  the  skirts  of  Ambrosie’s 
murderers.  garment,  and  pin  their  faith  on  the  sleeves  of 

And  in  tliis  state,  where  the  senate,  the  as-  the  executive, 
semhiy,  and  the  governor  are  now  republican,  n  has  indeed  declaimed  more  in  favour  of 
what  has  yet  been  done  to  assist  in  regaining  'rompliins,  and  was  more  violent  and  virulent 
it,  more  than  in  Massachusetts,  where  these  jn  sup|H>rting  his  last  election,  than  any  other 
blanches  are  on  the  other  side  ?  self-styled  ••  republican"  paper  in  the  state. 

-  , ,,  n  .  ,  c  1-1  Ho'v  happens  it  then,  that  all  of  a  sudden. 

In  the  Albany  Register,  from  which  this  sapient  editor,  should  come  out  and  de- 


tlie  above  remarks  are  reprinted,  it  is  con¬ 
fidently  asserted  that  they  owe  their  origin 


this  sapient  editor,  should  come  out  and  de¬ 
nounce  Tompkins,  as  he  has  dene  in  tlie 
following  article  ? 

The  reason  is  obvious  to  all  who  know  any 


to  Judge  Spencer  and  a  party  of  demo-  thing  of  the  7|yfrurn  conclave ;  we  could  have 

rratic  |ioliticians  at  Allwny,  whose  confi-  foretold  the  appearance  of  this  or  a  similar  ar- 

1  <-<  rn-.!-  ■  tide,  more  than  six  months  ago;  for  at  that 

dence  Governor  Tompkins  is  said  to  have  ^ 

long  ago  forreited.  In  his  remarks  Mr.  the  heights  of  1'yburn,  that  threatened  to 
Southwick  has  rebuked  the  judge  with  sweep  the  Vale  of  Tempe,  and  burst  upon  the 
.  ..1.  .  L  .  1  l'•*ad  of  its  devoted  tenant ;  we  knew  that 

great  seventy,  for  not  having  announced  Amhrosin  Co.  having  made  an  instrument 
to  the  good  people  of  this  state,  the  unfit-  of  Tompkins,  through  the  iiiediiiin  of  his  lio¬ 
ness  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  previous  to  the  pularity,  to  destroy  men  whom  they  hated  for 
.  ,  -  .  their  virtues,  intended  and  had  seriously  re¬ 

last  election ;  that  unfitness  being  then  as  solved  to  make  him  the  next  victim :  we 
well  known  to  the  judge,  as  it  is  now.  knew  that  they  began  at  tliat  time  to  view 
xf  c  lu  '  I  I.  '  II  T  I  him  as  an  obstacle  in  their  way ;  in  short, 

Mr.  Southwick,  liowever,  as  well  as  Judge  became  convinced,  that 

Spencer,  has  once  been  an  ardent  support-  they  could  not  “  bind  him  in  all  cases  whal¬ 
er  of  the  meek  and  popular  gentleman,  •'oever  that  though  he  had  suffered  them 
,  ,  , ,  ,  ,  .to  noose  him  in  some  cases,  yet  that  in  some 

whose  humble  demeanor  and  coaxing  others  he  meant  to  act  for  himself :  and  from 
suavity  are  so  well  calculated  to  beguile  a  that  moment  his  destruction  was  determined 
simple  people  of  their  votes.  And  all  !  for  aniong  the  saints  and  potn'otv  of  the 
.  '  .u  •  1  .  .  iyowm  school,  the  sacred  feelings  which  in 

the  merit  Mr.  Southwick  can  claim  over  thehosoiosof  good  men  never  fail  to  grow  out 
the  judge,  is,  that  he  discovered  this  un-  of  fooR  intimacy,  the  frequent  interchange  o£ 

fitness  of  Governor  Tompkins  sooner  than  the  ties  of  friendship  and  consan- 

'  guinity,  avail  nothing  when  opposed  to  their 

the  honorable  judge  was  fortunate  enough  individual  ambition  and  selfishness  ;  they  can 
to  do.  But  what  of  that  ?  why  endeavour  trample  upon  a  friend,  or  a  brother,  with  the 

,«  .1,.  ,e.tia.o„y  .ve„  ot 

Spencer,  when  that  testimony  goes  to  or  may  one  day  or  other,  stand  in  the  way  of 
the  establishment  of  a  fact,  which  Mr.  their  monopolizing  views.  Tompxins,  their 
c,  ,  Cl.,,...  .  .  friend,  their  coadjutor,  the  man  who  at  their 

Southwick  confidently  believes  in,  and  a  instigation  sent  a  vile  anonymous  letter  to 
general  belief  of  which  is  so  im[)ortant  to  the  senate,  for  the  purpose  of  “putting  down” 
the  welfare,  and  perhaps  to  the  safety  of  the  editor  (d’  this  paper;  a  letter  which  had 
0  nxu  •*  '  '  no  mark  of  authenticity,  and  which  would 

thestate  ?  The  tunes  demand  that  iucapa-  not  have  been  received  as  evidence,  even  iiv 
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an  affair  of  tivo  and  sixpence,  in  a  court  of  jus¬ 
tice,  and  which  the  senate  scouted  as  a  silly 
affair;  the  man  who  took  this,  and  other 
equally  foolish,  if  not  flagrant  steps,  at  their 
instigation,  to  destroy  a  man  who  was  then, 
and  ever  had  been  his  rniEND :  the  man  who 
rorogued  the  legislature  to  gratify  Saint  Am- 
rose,  as  Ambrosia  has  since  declared  boast- 
ingly ;  this  man,  we  repeat  it,  has  now  to 
mil  tile  gauntlet  himself;  he  has  now  to  sus¬ 
tain  the  ordeal  of  persecution ;  to  receive  the 
measure  he  has  meted  to  others ;  to  become 
the  butt,  if  not  the  victim  of  dciiuociatioii 
from  the  presses  of  his  quondam  Tyburn 
friends  and  supporters.  Thus  we  see,  that 
the  Tyburn  faction  is  a  monster  that  devours 
its  own  offspring,  or  rather  itself !  It  is  not 
the  vulture  gnawing  the  vitals  of  Prometheus, 
bat  Prometheus  gnawing  his  own  vitals !  Hea¬ 
ven  grant,  that  ikj  llnaeuLES  may  speedily 
come  to  its  relief. 

But  we  have  headed  this  article  with  the 
terms — hypockisv  and  vii,l\.\v — it  remains 
merely  to  show  the  n.'ison  why.  The  reason 
if  simply  this — that  when  we  opposed  the  re- 
elcctioii  of  Tompkins,  we  did  it  upon  the 
same  ground  that  ho  is  now  attacked  in  Spen- 
ur's  .loiirnal ;  but  what  was  then  the  reply 
of  that  Journal,  and  of  Spencer  and  his  friends 
generally !  They  charged  us  with  calumny, 
ami  abused  us  in  tlie  grossest  terms;  the 
Journal,  in  particular,  has  heaped  more  vul¬ 
gar  abuse  upon  the  editor  of  this  paper,  than 
was  ever  belbro  heaped  upon  any  man,  in  any 
of  our  political  squabbles  ;  aud  that,  too,  for 
his  opposition  to  Tompkins  !  But  lo  !  a  few 
revolving  moons  only,  have  passed  away,  and 
that  editor  comes  out  with  a  violent  denun¬ 
ciation  of  Tompkins,  upon  tlie  very  ground 
which  wo  occupied  previous  to  the  election, 
tlie  most  proper  time  certainly  for  exposing 
the  defects  of  an  elective  public  agent.  Now, 
is  not  this  both  hypocrisy  and  villawy  7 
Tompkins  was  as  guilty  then,  as  be  is  now,  of 
the  charges  imputed  to  him ;  yet  then,  the 
Journal  supported  him,  and  Spencer  support- 
^  him,  and  so  did  Elisha  the  scribe,  and  ail 
tnc  scribes  and  pharisees  from  Long-Island  to 
Genesee !  Tliey  succeeded  in  re-electing  him 
to  tlie  office  of  chief  magistrate  ;  and  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  get  him  there,  behold,  they  at¬ 
tempt  to  deprive  him  of  the  public  confi¬ 
dence  ;  aud  tins  attempt  they  make  at  a  time 
when  noUiing  but  mischief  to  the  public  inte¬ 
rest  can  accrue  from  it,  because  he  is  now  go¬ 
vernor  for  two  years  more,  so  that  he  cannot 
be  removed  in  season  for  the  crisis  which 
seems  to  be  approaching,  unless  indeed  tiicy 
meau  to  impeach  him,  which  we  doubt  not 
they  have  the  disposition  to  do.  Since,  thcre- 
fbre,  they  cannot  get  rid  of  him,  either  as 
chief  magistrate  or  commander  in  chief,  ibr 
two  years  to. come;  and  since  the  state  is 
Dow  threatened  with  immediate  invasion  from 
different  quarters,  what  good  motive,  what 
public  motive,  can  they  have  for  coming  out 


at  this  particular  juncture  ?  Had  they  told 
the  people,  what  they  now  tell  them,  while 
the  last  election  was  pending,  he  would  not 
in  all  probability  have  been  re-elected,  and 
we  should  have  had  a  chief  magistrate  who  is 
well  knoivn  to  be  qualified  either  for  war  or 
peace.  Cut  then  they  were  not  merely  si¬ 
lent— they  belied  what  they  now  assert,  al¬ 
though  they  knew  it  to  be  as  true  then  as  it 
is  now.  This,  we  repeat  it,  is  both  hypocri¬ 
sy  and  viLL.vNV  !  Hypocrisy  in  deceiving  the 
people,  and  villany  in  attempting  to  unde¬ 
ceive  them  prematurely,  and  when  nothing 
but  mischief  can  result  from  it ;  for  who  does 
not  know,  that  when  the  “  head  is  sick,  the 
wliole  heart  is  faint,”  and  that  this  applies 
with  double  force  to  the  body  politic,  since 
nothing  so  much  disheartens  a  people  as  the 
belief  that  their  executive  and  commander 
in  chief,  to  whom  they  look  up  for  wisdom  in 
the  cabinet,  and  valour  in  the  6eld,  is  deficient 
in  either  of  those  essential  qualifications  ;  it 
seems  to  be  a  truth,  confirmed  by  experience, 
that  in  proportion  as  men  lose  confidence  in 
their  leaders  or  commanders,  do  they  also 
lose  confidence  in  their  own  energies. 

The  article  before  us,  and  which  has  called 
forth  these  crude  and  hasty  animadversions, 
must  be  considered  as  Spencer's  article ;  wa 
say  Spencer's  article,  not  because  we  believe 
he  wrote  it ;  neither  did  Bunce,  the  editor, 
write  it ;  but  if  we  are  not  grossly  deceived, 
it  was  agreci!  upon  at  a  little  caucus,  held  re- 
I  cently  upon  Tyburn,  in  which  Spencer  was 
the  master  spirit ;  and  that  then  and  there, 

I  one  of  the  junto,  at  the  request  of  the  club, 
assumed  the  task  of  preparing  it  for  the  Jour¬ 
nal.  VVe  silspect  the  writer,  but  as  we  do 
not  wish  to  deal  in  suspicion,  shall  forbear  to 
mention  his  name  at  present.  Tiic  article 
follows.  Head  it,  ye  disciples  of  Tyburn,  and 
mark  the  dilemma  in  wiiicli  it  involves  you. 
If  you  acknowledge  the  truth  of  it,  you  justify 
our  past  attacks  upon  Tompkins;  if  you  de¬ 
clare  it  false,  you  justify  all  that  we  have  said 
of  the  political  villany  of  Ambrose  Spencer  and 
his  satellites.  The  real  motives  which  have 
produced  this  article,  on  Spencer’s  part,  at 
this  particular  crisis,  we  may  touch  ufion 
hercatter ;  we  understand  it  perfectly ;  Ibr 
Spencer  &  Co.  may  be  assured  that  none  of 
their  machinations  will  elude  our  observation, 
and  that  sooner  or  later  we  shall  be  able  to 
convince  the  people  of  their  political  base¬ 
ness  and  depravity, 

Wilh  ticmocralic  squabbles  for  pow¬ 
er,  the  (rue  men  of  the  couutry  havo  no¬ 
thing  to  do.  Whoever  commands,  vvlie- 
tlier  it  be  Tompkins  or  Spencer,  one  iblng 
is  certain,  federalists  have  nolhlug  to 
hope.  To  be  treated  wHii  Iiisiilt,  iiiso- 
IcQce,  couluineIy,ia  their  lot,  let  who  will 
govern,  of  the  jacolnn  party.  It  matlens 
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little,  wlielher  the  real  talents  of  the  state 
shall  be  smiletl  out  of  public  estimation 
bj  the  lovely  Tcnipkins,  or  hunted  down 
under  the  unforgiving  scowl  of  the  lion- 
oiirnble  judge.  They  wlio  like  better  the 
perwcuiion  of  true  worth  and  exalted  in¬ 
tegrity,  because  it  is  done  not  only  with¬ 
out  an  effort,  hut  with  an  ease  and  a  mild¬ 
ness,  that  show  it  to  be  natural,  may 
take  delight  in  returning  the  smiles, 
which  play  in  his  excellency's  counte¬ 
nance,  wliile  the  dagger  of  political  per¬ 
secution  gleams  in  his  excellency’s  hand. 

If  there  In:  in  truth  a  struggle  for  political 
power  between  these  arbitci's  of  our  desti- 
lues,  it  matters  nothing  to  federalists,  ns 
such,  which  shall  prevail.  In  either  case, 

1  take  it  for  granted  we  shall  be  deprived, 
in  this  citj',  of  the  energetic  talents  of 
the  present  mayor,  and  the  learning,  sa¬ 
gacity  and  expedition,  which  distinguish 
the  recorder  in  his  judicial  conduct.  In 
either  case,  talents  and  integrity  must  be 
dismissed,  that  some  hungry  expectant, 
some  time  serving  partisan,  us  ignorant  as 
he  is  voracious,  as  clamorous  as  he  is  in¬ 
competent,  shall  mount  the  seat  of  power, 
that  we  may  exhibit  to  the  admiration  of 
the  world,  true  republicanism  truly  prac¬ 
tised.  In  theory,  indeed,  we  learn  that  the 
excellence  of  this  true  republicanism  con¬ 
sists  in  the  certainty  with  which  integrilv 
and  talents  will  be  forced  into  the  public 
service,  for  the  public  good.  But  alas !  in 
practice  we  find  it  consist  in  the  certainty 
with  which  they  are  to  be  toppled  frotr 
power,  while  rudeness  and  ignorance  rush 
forward  to  defile  their  seats.  I.et  things 
therefore  be  represented  as  they  are,  no 
matter  who  is  the  painter,  and  let  us  free¬ 
ly  ask,  now  w  hen  danger  is  imminent,  what 
is  Tompkins  doing  ?  Now  when  a  part 
of  the  state  (Port  Niagara)  is,  and  fc 
months  has  been,  iu  possession  of  the 
enemy,  what  is  he  doing,  what  has  he 
doni  ?  What  attempt  has  he  made  to  dis- 
Icslge  the  enemy  ?  Or  was  it  right  to  urge 
the  militia  to  iuvade  Canada,  nod  is  it 


wrong  to  call  them  out  to  drive  the  luva- 
ders  from  our  country  ? 

The  writer  of  the  Saratoga  Journal, 
deserves  well  of  his  country.  It  is  nut 
for  me,  w  Ith  jaundiced  jealousy  to  inquire, 
what  were  his  motives.  It  is  enough  that 
his  conduct  is  right.  Who  shall  succeed 
Governor  Tompkins,  is  a  very  different 
•{uestion  from  “  ought  he  to  go  down 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  before  we  can 
get  a  fit  man  in,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
lovely  gentleman  in  question  should  go  otd. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  CITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post. 
Sir — As  the  proceedings  of  the  com¬ 
mon  council  in  relation  to  the  defence  uf 
our  city,  have  become  very  interesting  to 
the  citizens,  ami  are  but  little  known,  Ik 
committee  of  defence  have  tltougbt  pro¬ 
per  to  aulliorize  the  publication  of  the  en- 
clo.sed  statement,  believing  it  will  be 
gratifying  to  them,  and  at  the  same  lime 
attended  with  salutary  consequences.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  ‘NICH’S  FISH. 

Saturday,  .Inly  oOth,  1814. 

PROCEEniNOS  OF  THE  COMMON  COCNril, 

In  relation  to  ike  defetice  if  the  city  (f  N.  Yort. 

On  the  7 til  July,  the  common  council 
apjminted  a  committee,  composed  of  the 
Mayor,  Ald«*rinen  Fish  and  Wendover,  to 
consider  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of 
the  city,  and  to  report  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  hoard. 

The  committee  procecxled  immediately 
to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  to  them, 
and  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  held 
on  the  1  lib,  they  made  a  particular  repre¬ 
sentation  of  tlie  state  of  our  defence,  and 
recommended  that  certain  measures  be 
>dopted  to  increase  our  security.  This 
report,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  would  be 
improper  to  publish  at  large,  but  it  recom¬ 
mended  that  a  committee  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  the  president  of 
the  United  States;  that  fortified  camp* 
should  be  established  on  the  heights  of 
Brooklyn  and  Harlem,  and  that  the  requi¬ 
site  ground  should  be  procured  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  l>oard ;  that  the  governor  be 
respectfully  requested  to  call  out  a  large 
•Hvrtion  of  the  militia  at  the  expense  of 
the  state,  and  that  the  coriwration  would 
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advance  the  neccsaary  funds,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  300,000  dollars :  that  the  munitions 
of  war  should  be  augmenteil;  that  the 
works  in  tha  Hound  and  on  Hendrick's 
Reef  be  completed ;  that  the  exempts 
lie  organizeil ;  the  voluntary  labour  of 
our  fellow  citizens  on  the  encampments 
be  solicited ;  that  the  shipping  in  the 
harbour  b.*  removed  up  the  North  River; 
ami  that  other  measures  of  precaution  and 
security  be  adopted.  These  suggestions 
were  unanimously  agreed  to.  On  the  25th 
nf  July,  the  commitiee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  the  president,  made  a  satisfacto¬ 
ry  rc|K)rt,  which  stated  that  he  would  co¬ 
operate  so  far  as  his  powers  extended,  in 
promoting  the  objects  of  the  cor|)oration, 
that  particularly  the  munitions  of  war,  the 
furtified  camiis,  and  the  immediate  calling 
into  service  .3000  militia  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States  would  be  attended 
to,  the  corporation  advancing  the  pay  of 
the  troops.  'J'his  arrangement  was  imme¬ 
diately  sanctioned. 

Ollier  measures,  which  it  miglit  not  be 
prudent  to  divulge  at  present,  are  in  con- 
lemplation  or  in  a  train  of  execution, 
which  will  greatly  conduce  to  the  public 
I  leciirity. 
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The  foUoTving  Addreet  to  our  feUnw  cUvsens, 
teas  last  evening  {the  2d  qf  August,)  reported 
to  the  Coimnon  Council  by  the  Committee  qf 
D^ence,  and  unanimously  agreed  to : 
Fellow  citizens — The  times  are  por¬ 
tentous.  Our  country  is  involved  in  war 
with  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  in 
the  world :  a  nation,  iiossessing  at  all 
times  most  efficient  means  of  annoyance, 
tod  now',  in  consequence  of  late  events  in 
Europe,  left  with  but  one  object  against 
which  to  direct  the  whole  attention  of  her 
enormous  military  and  naval  forces — This  j 
objeet  is  our  beloved  countrjf '!  Powerful  | 
fleets  and  armies  have  sailed  from  Europe. 
Doubts,  w'hether  during  pending  negotia¬ 
tions,  this  force  would  be  employed 
in  hostility  against  us,  have  paralized  the 
efforts  of  many ;  and,  under  the  expecta¬ 
tions  of  a  speedy  peace,  we  have  all  rest¬ 
ed  in  too  much  security.  We  ought  not 
to  be  kept  back  from  necessary  prepara¬ 
tions  by  doubts,  nor  lulletl  asleep  by  ex- 
ptctalions.  While  we  hope  for  a  speeeiy 
_  *nd  honourable  peace,  let  us  prepare  our- 
Hves  for  the  worst.  Let  us  jilace  our- 
•elvps  in  a  situation,  should  it  be  the  poli¬ 
cy  of  the  enemy  to  attack  us  before  the 
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negotiations  are  terminated,  to  meet  him 
with  the  most  prompt  and  vigorous  oppo¬ 
sition. 

Where  the  place  of  attack  will  lie,  it  is 
imjioBsible  for  any  to  divine.  It  therefore 
liecomes  us  to  be  prepared  at  every  expo¬ 
sed  point.  The  immense  imjiortance  of 
New-Vork  to  this  country  need  not  be 
meiitioneil.  Its  value  to  the  enemy,  if 
possesseel  by  them,  would  lie  incaleulaMe. 

Fellow  citisens — This  city  is  in  dan¬ 
ger.  We  are  threatened  with  invasion.  It 
is  tlie  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  prepare 
for  the  crisis;  we  must  arm  ourselves  to 
aid  the  regular  forces  of  the  government 
in  a  vigorous  defence.  The  questions  are 
not  now,  whether  the  w'ar  was  just  or  un¬ 
just  in  its  commencement — whether  the 
declaration  of  it  was  politic  or  expeilient 
— whether  its  causes  have  long  ago  ceased 
or  not — whether  our  government  might  or 
might  not  have  brought  it  to  a  speedy  and 
honourable  termination — or  whether  they 
have  done  their  duty  towards  us,  since 
they  have  involved  us  in  this  war.  These 
are  solemn  questions  which  will  one  day 
he  agitated  and  which  must  be  answered 
hereafter ;  but  now  we  must  repulse  the 
enemy  in  case  he  attacks  us;  this  is  the 
first  object  of  our  attention :  and  the  pre¬ 
sent  inquiries  ought  to  be,  will  we  defend 
our  our  country,  our  city,  our  property, 
our  families  ?  Will  we  go  forth  to  meet 
and  repel  the  enemy  ?  Shall  we  at  a  time 
like  this,  when  our  all  is  in  jeopardy,  re¬ 
frain  from  calling  into  requisition  ail  the 
phvsical  force  of  our  city  for  a  manly  re¬ 
sistance  ?  Shall  we  refuse  to  sacrifice  our 
time,  and  labour,  our  exertions,  our  pro¬ 
perty,  or  even  our  lives,  if  necessary,  to 
protect  our  city  and  place  it  in  a  state  of 
security. 

As  the  immediate  guardians  of  the  city, 
we  have  not  been  idle.  We  have  re¬ 
peatedly  called  upon  the  state  and  general 
government  for  assistance.  W e  heve,  in 
behalf  of  our  fellow  citizens,  made  to  go¬ 
vernment,  iilieral  offers  of  pecuniary  aid. 
We  have  received  from  them  promises  of 
succour ;  and  we  feel  desirous,  that  in 
addition  to  what  they  may  do,  and  what 
we  as  a  corporation  have  done,  our 'fellow 
citizens  may  use  all  their  efforts  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  the  government  in  the  important 
object  of  our  safety  and  defence. 

We  have  oliserved,  with  ihuch  satisfac. 
tion,  the  efforts  wiiich  have  been  already 
made  by  citizens,  exempt  froffl  militia  du- 
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ty,  to  orgariiat'  themselves  into  efl'ective 
corps.  We  coriUally  approve  oi  hi  I  such 
patriotic  efiforts.  We  recommend  to  all 
such  citizens,  capahle  of  bearing  arms,  to 
enrol  themselves  without  «leliiy,  or  to  con¬ 
nect  themselves  with  the  uniform  compa¬ 
nies  already  established,  to  tiieend,  that 
by  suitaijle  preparation  and  discipline, 
they  may  be  able  effectually  to  assist  in 
repelling  any  hostile  attack. 

W e  recommend  to  the  w  hole  militia  of 
our  city,  to  keep  themselves  in  complete 
ortler  for  service,  ready  to  march  at  a  ino- 
ineiil’s  warning ;  to  turnout  as  frequently 
as  possible, for  exercise  ami  improvement; 
and  to  the  ollicers  of  the  militia,  we  wouhl 
earnestly  recommend  the  most  prompt 
and  thorough  atlentiontothe  inspection  of 
tlieir  men,  that  every  one  may  be  proper¬ 
ly  equipi»ed,  with  arms  and  accoutrements 
as  required  by  law. 

We  recommend  to  all  our  citizens,  a 
cheerful  proffer  of  their  services  to  the 
otficcrs  of  the  United  States,  t«»  aid,  by 
voluntary  labour,  in  the  completion  of  the 
works  of  defence  now  erecting,  and  in  the 
construction  of  such  others,  r.s  may  t)e 
deemed  important,  hy  those  to  whom  the 
safely  of  our  city  is  immraliately  entrusted. 

We  recommend  to  such  of  our  citizens 
gshave  not  yet  removed  their  vessels,  to 
do  it  without  delay.  This  measure  is 
considered  of  very  great  importance.  It 
will  lake  away  one  of  the  iudueements  to 
a  hostile  attack.  It  may  prevent  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  city  hy  conflagration, 
should  ouf  shipping  be  fired  hy  the  enemy, 
at  our  wharves ;  and,  it  would  preserve, 
fur  our  defence,  multitudes  of  brave  ami 
vigorous  men  w  ho  might  otherwise  Ir-  en¬ 
gaged  in  removing  them  in  the  hour  of 
alarm. 

Surely  the  city  ofNew-York  and  the 
adjoining  counties,  possess  men  enough, 
who  w’ill  be  willing  to  hazard  their  lives 
for  their  families  and  firesides;  and 
sfrength  enough,  if  properly  organized  and 
directed,  to  repulse  any  power  of  the  ene¬ 
my  which  may  presume  to  attack  q?. 

Let  there  then  be  but  one  voice  among 
ir.  Let  every  arm  be  raised  to  defcml 
our  country,  with  a  lunnhle  reliance  on 
the  Goil  of  our  fathers.  Our  country  de¬ 
mands  ouraiil;  she  expects  that  every  I 
jfhin  will  be  found  at  his  pe>st  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  and  that  every  free  citizen  of 
Kew-York  will  do  his  duty. 

DE  WITT  CLINTON,  Mayoc. 


“  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  defence 
of  the  corporation,  August  9,  1814 — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  rccommoiided  to  oar 
fellow  citizens  to  enrol  themselves  in  their 
respective  w?.rds  for  tlic  purpose  of  aftording 
their  services  in  the  construction  of  works 
for  the  defence  of  this  city  :  that  this  enrol-  | 
ment  be  made  under  the  direction  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  be  appointed  in  each  ward ;  that 
pei'.sons  wlio  from  bodily  indispositioii  ni'  otlier 
cause,  may  prefer  a  pecuniary  contribution  tu 
tliat  of  |)cr>onal  service  be  permitted  so  to  do, 
and  that  the  sum  of  $  1  25  cts.  lie  deemed 
the  equivalent  of  a  day’s  tour  of  personal  ser¬ 
vice,  to  be  applied  in  procuring  persons  to 
perform  such  parts  of  the  duty  as  may  re¬ 
quire  instruction  and  practice. 

That  the  committee  of  each  wavd  report 
forthwith  to  the  committee  of  defence  the 
number  of  persons  enrolled  for  [icrsoual  ser¬ 
vice,  and  of  those  for  pecuniaiy  contribution: 
to  the  end  that  the  detachments  which,  from 
lime  to  time,  may  be  requisite,  tray  be  diiljr 
npjwrtioiied  among  the  wards  ;  that  the  said 
coiniiiittcc  appoint  a  person  in  each  ward  to 
Miininnn  tlie  required  detachments,  aii.l  to 
assemble  and  conduct  them  to  the  place  id 
rendezvous. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  tho  resjiec- 
live  wards  he  invited  to  meet  at  the  followin' 
places  on  'J'hursday  evening  next,  at  8  o’clock, 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  such  coin- 
mitli'cs: 

1st  Ward,  at  the  widow  Gaston’s,  (late 
Kent’s)  W’ashington  Hotel,  No.  42  Broad- 
street. 

2d  Ward,  Battin’s  Hotel,  comer  of  Water- 
street  and  Bnriing-slip. 

3d  Ward,  Coleman’s,  Fair-street. 

4tli  Ward,  Harmony  Hall. 

.5th  Ward,  Liberty  Hall. 

(ith  Ward,  Dooley’s,  corner  of  Cross  and 
Diiane-slreets. 

7th  Ward,  John  Morris’,  1G5  Bancker-strect. 

8th  Ward,  Stratton’s,  Broadway. 

9th  Ward,  Anthony  Smith’s  Tavern. 

10th  Ward,  Haviland's,  21  Bowery. 

[t7“  The  committee  of  defence  continue  to  j 
meet  daily  at  the  City-Hall,  between  11  and 
12,  toreccive  overtures  li-oui  working  parties." 

I  presume  uo  one  will,  and  in  fact  no 
one  has  dared,  to  question  the  propriety 
•of  tho  course  of  proceeding,  which  has 
been  adojtted  l»y  the  common  council 
Indeed  it  is  evident  that  they  were  ar¬ 
ranging,  and  that  ton  with  nil  tho  advan¬ 
tages  which  result  from  the  |»roceedinf' 
of  regular  and  acknowledged  authorily. 
a  system  of  defence,  which  would  brin;;  n 
into  activity  alf  the  resources,  pecuniary  | 
and  physical,  of  lire  whole  city.  I  lni5t,| 
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and  every  good  and  considerate  man  in 
the  community  trusts,  they  will  persevere 
in  the  course  they  have  adopted.  By 
doing  so,  they  will  preserve  the  city  from 
desolation,  probably  from  attack.  The 
common  council  has  done  its  duly,  faith¬ 
fully  and  ably. 

Where  there  is  so  much  to  praise  in  a 
public  body,  it  is  painful  to  observe  its 
operations  attempted  to  be  entangled  and 
thwarted,  by  a  member  of  that  very  body. 
The  conduct  of  Alderman  Wendover, 
however,  ought  not  to  be  passed  over  in 
silence ;  especially  as  it  has  been  openly 
published  and  justified  in  the  National 
Advocate,  evidently  with  the  alderman’s 
knowledge  and  consent. 

But  to  undtu'stand  correctly  this  busi¬ 
ness,  and  the  measures  which  followed, 
it  is  necessary  to  go  back  a  few  days,  and 
1(»  remind  the  reader  of  a  few,  but  very 
important  circumstances. 

There  is  a  class  of  aspiring  men,  who 
in  times  of  ease  and  (|uiet,  have  neither 
character  nor  talents  to  recommend  them 
to  public  confidence ;  and  w  ho  therefore 
are  most  uneasy  in  seasons  of  general 
tranquillity,  since  it  is  only  in  scenes  of 
))ell-aieil,  havoc  and  confusion,  that  they 
can  ho|>e  to  be  distinguished.  Accordingly 
as  actual  danger  seemed  to  be  ap|iroach- 
ing  us,  more  and  more  nearly ;  and  as  the 
necessity  of  a  union  of  exertion  at  least, 
became  more  and  more  apparent ;  these 
fiends,  feeling  no  concern  for  the  public, 
but  rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  those 
days  when  wickedness  might  be  active 
with  advantage,  proposed  what  amounted 
to  a  dissolution  of  regular  authority,  the 
establishment  of  tmmuui  clubs,  to  set  in 
judgment  over  their  political  adversaries, 
hoping  after  the  manner  of  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  demagogues  of  France,  to  establish 
such  a  system  of  terror,  that  virtue  should 
lie  silenced,  while  depravity  revelled  in 
unrestrained  riot.  Accordingly,  while 
every  countenance  expressed  concern — 
while  anxiety,  deep  and  agoniring,  jierva- 


ded  all  classes  of  men  and  politicians;  while 
every  heart,  without  distinction  of  party, 
felt  the  awful  necessity  of  preparing  fur 
defence — at  such  a  time  it  was  that  suspi¬ 
cion  and  distrust  were  endeavored  to  he 
scattered  through  the  community;  that 
the  public  safely  was  attempted  to  be  en¬ 
dangered,  by  spreading  the  belief  that  a 
powerful,  intelligent  and  virtuous  portion 
of  the  community  wore  plotting  tp  aban¬ 
don  their  country,  and  their  freedom,  for 
the  pleasure  of  groaning  under  British 
ciiains.  At  such  a  time  was  it  that  the 
National  Advocate  consented  to  become 
an  instrument  for  the  dissemination  of  such 
accusations,  and  the  establishment  of  in¬ 
stitutions,  tending  necessarily  and  inevita¬ 
bly  to  public  dissension  and  disunion.  T  he 
pretence  upon  which  these  suspicions  pro¬ 
ceeded,  and  upon  whicli  the  inquisitorial 
Mumma  clubs  were  recommended,  was 
not  merely  false,  it  was  known  to  be 
false.  But,  once  establish  an  association 
above  the  law’,  (and  I  have  men  in  my 
eye,  who  are  now  as  harmless  as  they  are 
contemptible,  as  contemptible  as  .any 
poor  Mumma  in  Baltimore,)  and  eve¬ 
ry  one  of  that  association  would  be  equal 
to  that  celebrated  committee  man  of 
vigilance  and  public  safety,  did  he  pos¬ 
sess  equal  power.  The  abhorrence,  how¬ 
ever,  of  such  a  project  was  universal¬ 
ly  felt,  and  it  gives  me  real  pleasure  to 
say«  by  many,  very  many  democrats, 
even  the  editor  of  the  Advocate,  and  the 
bend  to  wliom  he  had  become  the  (per¬ 
haps  inconsiderate)  instrument  were  si¬ 
lenced,  what  was  desired  was  no  longer 
expressed ;  at  least  not  in  the  unqualibed 
manner,  and  with  the  hardy  boldness  it 
had  been  before.  But  still  the  disposi¬ 
tion  remained  to  establish  somewltere,  an 
authority  unkuoAvn  to,  and  if  possible, 
above  the  law. 

The  experienced  seaman  saves  himself 
by  throwing  a  tub  to  the  whale;  and  the 
expert  intriguers  and  demagogues  who 
are  hornossed  lo  3Tr.  Madisojifi  chariot, 
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foresaw  that  nnVss  tin*  most  stiJlful  |tre- 
cautioDS  were  resorted  to,  the  dreadful 
folly  of  his  measures  would  be  brought 
home  to  every  honest  man’s  conviction. 
It  was,  therefore,  resolved  to  avert,  if  pos¬ 
sible, the  public  eye  from  the  rapid  course 
of  public  ruin,  into  which  that  unhappy 
and  guilty  man  has  forced  us,  to  some 
other  object.  Neither  would  it  do,  to  let 
the  public  mind  |)ause.  Accordingly,  in¬ 
stead  of  preparing  means  to  defend  them¬ 
selves  and  miserable  chief,  they  rushed  to 
attack  the  friends  of  liberty  and  their 
country.  When  men  rejoiced  Isecause 
the  world  was  delivered  from  tyranny, 
tliese  exclusive  republicans  cried,  tories  ! 
tories!  And  the  multitude  were  instantly 
petrified  with  abhorrence.  When  men 
r^oiced  beeause  Russia,  Prussia,  Germa¬ 
ny,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Holland,  Spain 
and  even  France  herself,  were  delivered 
fn>m  a  monster  who  rioted  in  human 
blood,  these  agitators  cried  out,  “  friends 
of  England,  friends  of  England  !”  merely 
because  England  happened  in  this  great 
contest  to  have  been  on  the  right  side  ; 
and  as  if  it  were  not  a  Christian  iluty  to 
rejoice  at  seeing  that  sinful  country  for 
once  right;  or  as  if  the  right  and  the  wrong 
deitended  simply  and  solely  u|)on  the  fact 
Cn  which  side  England  was.  Men  whose 
notions  of  moral  propriety  or  whose  opi¬ 
nions  of  what  is  caleulateel  for  the  hapiii- , 
ness  of  christenrioni,  are  the  result  of  mere 
hatred  to  another  nation,  have  no  ndes  of 
Justice  by  which  to  be  governed.  Passion 
and  not  reason  governs  them. 

Hatred  of  England  has  been  the  chord 
upon  which  democrats  have  for  many 
yeas  played  successfully.  And  republi¬ 
canism  and  hatred  of  England  have  at 
length  become  synonimous  terms.  The 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged  would  never 
have  been  commenced  against  any  other 
nation  for  the  same  cause ;  certainly  not 
continued ;  and  as  long  as  some  little  suc¬ 
cess  attended  it,  it  was  popular  with  the 
democrats.  But  our  Canada  incursions 


had  been  all  fruitless ;  our  “supereminent 
dliy”  was  dethroned.  The  army  and  na¬ 
vy  of  England  w  ere  left  without  any  other 
enemy  than  the  United  States.  Danger 
was  coining  home  to  our  ow  n  doors.  The 
invaders  were  in  danger  of  being  inva¬ 
ded  ;  and  the  broad  fact  was  palpable,  that 
the  vain  and  empty  Iwasters  who  had  at 
the  outset  promised  to  take  Canada  in 
six  weeks,  were  now  unable  to  defend  the 
territory  of  their  constituents.  An  inca- 
jiacity  so  dreadful,  had  scarcely  ever  be¬ 
fore  been  known  to  be  connected  with  a 
vanity  so  bloated.  It  was  naturally  fear¬ 
ed  that  the  managers  of  public  affairs  could 
not  escape  the  maledictions  of  a  [leople  to 
w  hom  they  had  promised  conquests,  but 
to  whose  firesides  they  had  invited  inva¬ 
sion  and  ruin.  And  now,  when  exertions 
were  wanted  to  ilefend  the  country ;  w  hen 
every  honest  man  should  have  cried  out 
for  new  rulers;  now  it  was  that  inleriiiil 
dissentions,  necessarily  producing  debili¬ 
ty  were  excited.  Now  it  was  that  Mum- 
ma  clubs  were  recommendeil. 

The  city  council  had  ortlered  a  depu¬ 
tation  to  repair  to  Washington,  because 
the  city  was  defenceless.  Neither  men 
nor  money  could  he  olitained  from  the 
conquerors  of  Canada.  The  council, 
however,  did  all  that  could  be  done,  all 
that  was  necessary  to  be  done. 

But  Alderman  Wendover  was  not  satis¬ 
fied.  The  representatives  of  the  citizens 
in  the  common  council,  after  having  done 
all  that  could  be  done,  were,  we  shall  pre¬ 
sently  see,  required  by  the  sage  alderman 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  citizens,  w  hich 
meeting  was  to  appoint  a  committee  **  to 
inquire  if  any  and  what  means  ought  and 
may  be  devised  to  put  this  city  in  a  liltk 
posture  of  defence.”  The  coqioration 
were  not  only  to  nullify  themselves,  but 
resign  their  legal  rights,  and  abandon  their 
sworn  duties  to  men  whose  names  might 
be  preparetl  by  a  few  individuals,  and 
adopted  in  the  bustle  and  confusion  of  a 
public  meeting.  Our  annual  elections 
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Ibr  aldermen  take  up  three  days.  But  the 
new  delwadt  ra  of  the  city  were  to  be  no¬ 
minated  by  a  self-created  caucus,  and 
voted  in  by  acclamation  without  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  deliberation.  The  proposition  of 
Aideriflan  Wendover  was  rejected,  two 
democratic  members,  very  much  to  their 
honour,  voting  against  it. 

ALDERMAN  WENDOVEr’s  RESOLUTIONS. 

“  Retolved,  That  the  common  council  high¬ 
ly  approve  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
memorial  presented  by  Oliver  Wolcott  and 
others,  in  betialf  of  themselves,  and  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  this  city,  on  the  important 
subject  of  taking  immediate  and  effectual 
measures  for  its  greater  security  and  defence. 

“  Resolved,  That  this  corporation  is  desirous 
to  co-operate  with  our  fellow  citizens,  and 
with  the  regular  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  this  state,  in  every  measure 
which  shall  appear  necessary  or  useful  at  this 
crisis,  in  rendering  more  secure  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  important  city 
we  iiave  the  honour  to  represent. 

“  '  esolved.  That  It  be  earnestly  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  citizens,  generally,  oi  this  city,  to 
taeet  in  the  Park,  in  front  of  the  City  Hall, 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  3d  inst.  at  12  o'clock 
at  noon,  for  ttie  purpose  of  appointing  a  com¬ 
mittee,  to  inquire  if  any  and  what  means  ought 
and  may  be  devised  to  put  this  city  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  posture  of  defence.  And  tn  conjunction 
trilh  the  committee  of  tiefence  qf  this  hoard,  to 
pursue  all  practicable  measures  in  concert  rvith 
the  general  and  state  governments,  calculated 
to  prepare  for  and  stimulate  our  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  in  the  protection  and  defence  of  every 
thing  we  hold  dear  and  valuable  in  life,  and 
to  repel  any  attack  that  may  be  made  by  the 
enemy  against  this  city.” 

Disappointed  in  this  attempt  to  force 
from  our  legitimate  and  responsible  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  common  council,  their 
rights  and  duties,  for  the  jiurpose  of  trans¬ 
ferring  them  to  irresiionsible  and  unsworn 
agents,  the  next  attemjd  proceeded  from 
Col.  Rutgers  and  Mr.  Oliver  Wolcott,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  notice  : 

••  PUBldC  MEETING. 

*'  At  a  meeting  of  citizens,  at  the  City  Hall, 
In  New-York,  on  the  4th  day  of  Angust,  1814, 
Col.  HENRY  RUTGERS,  Chairman. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Secretary. 

**  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  meeting 
highly  approve  of  the  measures  proposed  for 
th<'  defence  ofthis  city,  and  recommended  to 
the  citizens,  in  an  address  published  by  hU  ho- 
BOUT  the  Mayor  on  the  3d  inst. 
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“  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  carrying  the  said  measures  into  syste¬ 
matical  operation,  in  concert  with  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  public  authorities,  the 
citizens  of  New-York  be  invited  to  attend  a 
public  meeting  at  the  Park,  in  front  of  the 
City  Hall,  on  Monday,  the  8th  inst,  at  12 
o’clock.  Signed  by  order. 

HENRY  RUTGERS,  Chairman. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Sec  y.” 

This  meeting  being  adjourned  from  the 
8th  to  the  loth,  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  read  and  adoided  : 

“  Fellow  Citizens — Once  more  we  are 
engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation. 

”  I'he  ocean  is  denied  to  us ;  our  waters  are 
violated ;  our  land  is  invaded ;  hostile  armies 
threaten  to  convert  our  habitations  to  heaps 
of  ruins. 

”  We  are  called  upon  to  save  our  posses¬ 
sions  from  spoil  and  destruction ;  to  secure  our 
persons  from  slavery  and  death  ;  to  protect 
our  families  against  outrage  and  violence ;  to 
guard  our  institutions  from  assault  and  over¬ 
throw  ;  to  defend  by  freeborn  valour  our  dear- 
bought  independence. 

“  The  lawful  authorities,  aware  of  this  con¬ 
dition  of  things,  have  made  provision  to  meet 
it.  The  national  government  has  augmented 
our  security  by  fortification,  troops,  and  a 
floating  force.  The  state  has  extended  its 
care,  and  caused  other  works  of  defence  to  be 
erected.  The  common  council  of  the  city 
has  laboureil  to  insure  our  safety.  It  only  re¬ 
mains  that  the  sons  of  liberty  come  forth  in 
their  might,  and  demonstrate  that  in  a  con¬ 
test  for  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  them,  they 
are  invincible. 

“Our  regular  regiments  are  already  at 
their  stations.  The  organized  militia  will 
Join  them  on  the  shortest  summons.  I'be  se¬ 
veral  corps  of  volunteers  are  inflamed  with 
patriotic  ardour.  To  these  bands,  other  mili¬ 
tary  associations  will  be  added,  composed  of 
those  who  enjoy  honourable  exemptions  from 
ordinary  service,  but  who  will  come  forward 
on  this  trying  occasion. 

“  This  meeting  is  called  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  us  to  renew  our  pledge  to  support 
the  constitution ;  to  invigorate  the  laws;  to 
aid  with  our  best  efforts  the  administration 
of  our  beloved  country ;  to  see  that  it  be  not 
approached  by  spies  and  emissaries ;  to  de¬ 
fend  the  great  interests  of  the  union  with  our 
treasure  and  our  blood. 

“  It  is  our  glory  and  our  boast  that  we  are 
freemen.  Our  constitution  and  government 
are  acts  of  free  and  unbiased  choice.  They  are 
ours  and  we  will  never  abandon  them. 

“  Tlie  citizens  are  the  safeguards  of  a  free 
state.  Their  right  to  keep  and  bear  arms  has 
never  been  infringed.  We  will  use  these 
j  weapons  resolutely  in  support  of  our  privi- 
I  leges  ;  with  these  we  will  manfully  oppose  the 
I  enemy  who  shall  presume  to  inrade  them. 
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“  With  these  couviutioii!>  Ivl  us  make  a  com¬ 
bined  effort.  Let  some  contribute  their  labour 
toward  the  completion  of  the  public  works. 
Let  others  practice  the  art  of  the  artillerist 
or  the  fusilcer.  Let  others  again  minister 
comfort  to  the  wives  and  children  of  tliose 
who  heroically  meet  danger  in  the  held.  Ail 
will  thus  be  animated  and  united  ;  and  the 
joyous  sentiment  pervade  every  patriotic  bo¬ 
som,  that,  guarded  by  the  love  and  valor  of 
the  people,  the  republic  is  safe ! — Therefore, 

“  Resolved,  Tliat  the  citizens  here  assem¬ 
bled,  win,  to  the  last  extremity,  defend  their 
city. 

“  Resolved,  Tlint  we  will  unite  ourselves  in 
arras  with  our  brethren  of  the  country,  and  on 
the  first  approach  of *the  enemy  make  it  a 
common  cause.  j 

“  Resolved,  That  humbly  confiding  in  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Almighty,  we  hoi»e  to  prove  our¬ 
selves  not  unworthy  of  that  freedom  won  by  ' 
the  heroes  of  the  revolution  ;  and  trust  that 
the  enemy  they  vanquished,  will  receive  from 
us  a  similar  defeat. 

“  Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the 
measures  for  public  defence  which  have  been 
devised  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States — by  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
this  state,  and  by  the  corporation  of  this  city  : 
and  that  we  will  co-operate  in  carrying  the 
same  into  effectual  execution. 

“  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
citizens  generally,  to  meet  as  soon  as  may  he 
praeticablc,  with  convenience,  in  their  re¬ 
spective  wards,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
discreet  and  efficient  committees,  to  promote 
the  execution  of  the  following  objects  : 

“1.  To  complete  the  volunt.iry  enrolment 
of  persons  exempted  by  law  from  military 
service. 

“  2.  To  encourage  the  enrolment  of  sea¬ 
taring  citizens  for  service  in  the  harbour,  or 
as  artillerists.  And, 

“  3.  The  enrolment  of  citizens  for  volun¬ 
tary  lalxMir  on  the  public  works. 

“  Resolved,  That  it  be  a  special  duty  of  the 
ward  committees,  to  provide  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  cor|ioration  of  this  city,  for  the 
relief  an<l  protection  of  the  families  of  such 
persons  as  may  be  absejit  on  public  duty  ; 
and  also,  to  provide  in  the  best  manner  prac¬ 
ticable,  fur  the  protection  of  such  helpless 
persons  an<l  their  property,  as  in  case  of  alarm 
may  be  desirous  of  reniovii^  into  the  country. 

“  Resoked,  That  all  associations  for  military 
service  and  for  performing  labour  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  works,  be  reported  to,  and  receive  tlieir 
InslnictioDs  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  this  state,  or  such  officer  as  he  may  desig¬ 
nate. 

“  Resohted,  That  we  will  endeavour  to  pro¬ 
mote  concord  and  harmony,  and  will  discoun- 
tetiancc  all  attempts  to  weaken  the  patriotic 
efforts  of  good  citizens. 


“  Resolved,  That  we  will  endeavour  to  dis¬ 
cover  and  subject  to  the  animadversion  of  the 
laws,  all  persons  who  shall  be  concerned  in 
any  illicit  commerce  or  improper  intercourse 
with  the  enemy. 

“  Resolved,  That  Henry  Rutgers,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  Marinus  Willet,  Cadwallader  D.  Cob 
den,  Joiin  Swartwout,  Thomas  Morris,  John 
.Mills,  William  Edgar,  jun.  Richard  Rikcr, 
Anthony  Bleecker,  Abraham  Bloodgood,  Ste¬ 
phen  Price,  Abraham  Stagg,  James  Lovett, 
Abraham  Dally,  William  Sampson,  John  Van¬ 
derbilt,  jun.  Samuel  Tooker,  John  Hone,  Da¬ 
vid  Bryson,  Jacob  Sherred,  Benjamin  Ferris, 
William  Codiuan,  Rensselaer  Havens,  and 
Peter  Wilson,  sen.  be  a  committee  to  confer 
with  such  committees,  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  corporation  and  by  the  respective  wards, 
and  in  coiijunclinn  with  them,  to  adopt  all 
measures  essential  to  the  public  safety. 

“  Resolved,  That  this  committee  correspond 
with  our  fellow  citizens  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
boiiriiig  states,  for  the  purpose  of  inviting 
tlicm  to  form  vulmUary  associations  similar  to 
those  pro{K>scd  in  this  city. 

“  Resolved,  Tliat  the  proceedings  of  this 
incetuig  Ih)  signed  by  the  chairman  and  se¬ 
cretary,  aii.'l  published  in  all  the  public  papers 
of  tliis  city.” 

At  tills  meeting  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
attend,  trusting  from ‘the  fairness  of  the 
notice  or  invitation,  that  the  idea  of  a  com- 
niiltcc  liad  been  abandoned,  and  that  no¬ 
thing  more  was  intended  than  to  animate 
and  excite  (he  citizens  to  a  brave  and  pa¬ 
triotic  exertion  in  the  common  defence. 

But  I  could  not  express  my  asloniah- 
meat  when  I  found  that  ward  committees 
were  onlereil  by  this  meetinjr,  ami  a  gene¬ 
ral  committee  to  superintend  them. 

Let  these  resolutions  he  attentively  pe¬ 
rused,  and  if  the  public  are  satisfied  with 
such  a  moile  of  elecfing  the  guardians  of 
their  safety,  let  the  committees  lie  obey¬ 
ed.  I  am  right  loth  to  say  much  at  this 
time  on  this  subject,  because  I  well  know 
that  by  far  the  greater  part,  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred  perhaps,  have  assented 
to  these  proceedings  from  the  very  best 
motives.  They  will,  however,  experience 
no  injury  from  reflecting  calmly,  whether 
the  common  safety  is  not  best  consulted, 
by  leaving  to  the  regular  and  legal  autho¬ 
rities  the  control  and  direction  of  the  pub-> 
lie  energies. 
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Trom  the  Nerv-York  Bcening  Post. 

Th^^ubject  of  the  fisheries  resewed. — 
On  iny  return  to  town,  after  more  than  a  fort¬ 
night’s  uijsencc,  I  have  for  the  first  time,  seen, 
by  the  10th  No.  of  the  Bl.vaminer,  that  the  gen¬ 
tleman  who  writes  for  that  paper,  under  the 
signature  of  An  Observer,  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  reply  to  tlie  answer  which  I  had, 
the  week  before,  attempted  to  give  to  an  ar¬ 
ticle  of  his  which  bad  appeared  in  the  same 
paper,  on  the  subject  of  the  fisheries.  Polite¬ 
ness  demanded  an  earlier  acknowledgment  of 
the  complimentary  manner  in  which  he  has 
been  pleased  to  speak  of  my  humble  perform¬ 
ance,  and  I  beg  he  will  attribute  my  silence 
to  absence  alone.  At  the  same  time  I  frank¬ 
ly  own,  that  after  an  attentive  pcnisalofwhat 
be  has  written,  another  and  a  more  imperative 
motive  compels  me  to  take  immediate  and 
particular  notice  of  it  :  I  may  be  mistaken, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  contains  unsound 
principles  of  national  law  ;  that  it  resorts  to 
ridicule  where  we  had  a  right  to  expect  argu¬ 
ment  ;  and  by  a  show  of  diplomatic  learning 
not  very  pertinent  to  the  purpose,  is  calcula¬ 
ted  to  impose  on  the  minds  of  cursory  readers 
and  to  niislc.id  the  public  Judgment  on  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  great  importance  to  the  country. 

Itciorc  I  proceed  to  the  more  serious  part 
of  this  reply,  I  cannot  but  express  the  pain  it 
^  causes  me  to  perceive  that  iny  former  notice 
of  his  first  article,  sliould  have  nettled  him  in 
a  manner  wholly  unexpected,  and  certainly 
not  intendeil  on  my  part.  When  I  observed 
that  by  the  law  of  (lostliminium,  we  should, 
on  a  return  of  peace.  Ih‘  as  much  entitled  to 
a  restoration  of  the  fisheries  as  to  the  fort  of 
Niagara,  he  seems  to  suppose,  I  meant  to  give 
him  a  piece  of  information,  and  with  much 
mock  gravity  he  bestows  his  thanks  for  it. 
But  I  take  leax'e  to  assure  him  that  nothing  was 
so  far  from  my  intention,  nor  ran  1  perceive 
that  my  words  import  it,  and  1,  therefore,  must 
take  leave,  again,  to  decline  his  acknowledg¬ 
ments.  Neither  can  I  perceive  any  thing  in 
my  answer  which  could  afford  room  for  an 
equally  grave  confession  that  he  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  F'nglLsh.  I  am  sorry  be  sliould  sus¬ 
pect  me  of  so  much  indiscretion,  as  well  as 
injustice,  as  to  make  such  an  accusation,  since 
it  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  that  few,  if  any 
authors,  amoug  us,  write  the  language,  gen¬ 
erally  speaking,  with  great  correctness  and 
purity. 

After  much  repetition  of  self  abasement  for 
his  ignorance  of  F.nglish,  his  w  ant  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  Ins  delicieiicy  in  style,  all  which,  I 
really  think,  were  quite  superfluous,  he  comes, 
at  length,  to  the  |ioint  in  controversy,  and 
which  will  be  found  to  lie  in  a  nut  shell.  On 
tliat  point  he  shall  be  met  before  the  subject 
is  dismissed  ;  but  there  are  some  minor  topics 
that  be  has  seen  tit  to  introduce,  which  must, 
out  of  respect  to  him,  be  first  disposed  of. 

The  Observer  assures  us  that  he  docs  not 
mean  to  enter  into  a  grave  discussion  of  a  na¬ 


tion’s  rights,  and  he  gives  as  his  reason,  that 
“  he  does  not  choose  to  appear  as  the  advocate 
of  our  enemy’s  rights,  claims  or  pretensions,” 
but  takes  care  to  add,  that  “  he  does  not 
mean  to  retract  any  opinion  he  had  advan¬ 
ced.”  The  opinion  he  had  advanced  was, 
that  a  right  to  fish  on  the  Grand  Bank  did  not 
belong  to  us  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  na¬ 
tions,  in  common  with  Great-Britain  and  the 
rest  of  the  world  ;  as  1  had  ventured,  witho.it 
fir-t  consulting  him,  to  believe  and  assert. 
.4nd  he  takes  a  second  occasion  to  declare, 
that  he  “  does  not  believe  that  a  right  to  fish 
on  the  Banks  of  Nenfoundland,  belongs  to  us, 
and  to  all  others,  as  a  necessary  incident  to 
national  independence.”  Stijl,  “  he' does  not 
choose  to  appear  the  advocate  of  our  enemy’s 
claims.”  If  this  is  not  advocating  our  enemy’s 
claims,  it  is,  in  my  humble  understanding,  at 
least  asserting  them,  and  giving  them  the  full 
weight  of  his  authority  ;  which,  1  must  beg 
he  will  recollect,  is  the  authority  of  one,  to 
whom  his  publisher,  the  editor  of  the  Examin¬ 
er,  a.scribes,  and  very  justly  ascribes,  resjiec- 
tability,  talents,  eloquence  and  celebrity. — 
Such  authority  Ciinuot  fail  to  have  its  weight, 
and  is  therefore  the  more  to  be  feared.  But 
the  only  remark  I  shall  now  indulge  is,  that 
1  cannot  but  feel  for  the  awkward  and  embar¬ 
rassing  predicament,  in  which  any  gentleman 
mist  find  himself  placed,  whatever  be  his  re¬ 
spectability  or  his  talent.s,  his  eloi|iiHnee  or  his 
celebrity,  who  is  thus  directly  at  variauco 
with  himself ;  who  does  what  he  chooses  not 
to  do,  and  assigns  as  a  reason  fur  deciiuing 
to  do  what  he  docs,  that  he  docs  nut  chouse  tu 
do'it. 

The  Observer  still  believes  that  the  “  fish¬ 
eries  and  commerce  areofiital  importance  to 
the  eastern  states,”  but  qualifies  the  opinion 
by  an  explanation,  that  alters  and  destroys 
the  meaning  of  his  own  words.  By  vital  im¬ 
portance  he  says  he  iloes  not  mean  to  say,  that 
”  without  commerce  and  the  fisheries  every 
woman  and  child  must  perish  which  he  fur¬ 
ther  elucidates  by  several  examples,  both 
lively  and  pertinent :  “  Although  (says  he) 
food  is  of  vital  importance  to  a  hungry  man. 
it  is  not  quite  certain  he  could  justify  taking 
a  loaf  irom  a  baker’s  ba.sket,  a  steak  from  a 
butcher’s  stall,  or  a  cod  from  a  fisherman’s  * 
car.”  1  must  beg  his  pardon,  but  if  be  will 
only  permit  me  to  change  his  hungry  man  in¬ 
to  a  starving  man,  who  had  no  other  means  of 
preserving  life,  it  will  then  be  a  tair  case  to 
test  the  question,  and  I  shall  then  be  ready  to 
maintain,  that  such  a  man  in  such  a  situation, 
might  justifiably  take  the  loaf  from  the  baker, 
the  steak  from  the  butcher,  or  tlie  cod  from  the 
fisherman ;  loaf,  steak  and  cod  would  all  be  at 
his  service  and  his  option.  That  this  isequal- 
ly  applicable  to  nations  as  individuals,  might 
be  shown  by  numerous  citations.  I  make  but 
one. 

“  When  a  nation,  (says  Vattel)  is  in  absolute 
waul  of  provisions,  it  may  oblige  its  neighbours 
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vho  have  more  than  lliey  want  f(»r  tlicm?elve*, 
to  deliver  llieiu  up  at  a  ju«t  price,  or  even  to  take, 
them  by  force  if  they  will  not  ttU  tlum.^^  “ 'J'he 
»anie  rii^bt  beluie^s  to  iiidividiialii  when  foreign 
nationK  refuse  them  a  ju8t  assistance.  Captain 
Ttcntekoe,  a  Dutchman,  having  lost  his  vessel  at 
sea,  saved  himself  in  the  shallop  with  a  part  of 
the  ci^ew’,  and  landed  on  an  Indian  coast,  where, 
the  barbarous  inhabitants  refusing  them  provi¬ 
sions,  the  Dutch  obtained  them  tword  in  hand.’’ 

Vat.  Lib.2,  C  h.  9,!‘cc.l20. 

1  do  not  produce  even  this  authority,  or 
maintain  this  priiieiple,  because  I  think  it  iiu- 
portant  t.>  the  question  under  discussion,  but 
merely  that  Observer  may  sec  that  no  part 
of  bis  piece  is  treated  with  a  neglect  that 
might  by  possibility  be  construed  into  di.s- 
re.spect. 

For  a  similar  reason,  and  for  no  other,  do  I 
notice  what  he  says  of  the  right  to  the  tisheries 
by  the  law  of  postliniiniuni.  I  h.iil  said  tiiat 
whenever  peace  shall  return  and  “  another 
treaty  shall  be  made  between  the  parties,  we 
shall  be  perfectly  entitled  to  the  restoration 
of  it  [the  right  to  fisli]  by  the  law  of  postli¬ 
minium.”  Whereas  his  notion  is,  that  ”  if  our 
treaty  with  England  be  (as  it  probably  will 
b«)  renewed  and  ronflrmc.d  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  no  alterations  nor  exceptions  be 
made,  titings  will  return  to  the  condition  they 
were  in  before  the  war.”  Here  is  doubtless 
a  great  and  manifest  difference  of  opinion, 
because  he  says  there  i.s  and  I  am  iioiuid  to 
believe  him.  but  as  this  different. (‘  is  of  a  na¬ 
ture  so  subtile  that  I  am  wholly  unable  to 
foniprchcnd  it,  I  trust,  thofcfore,  1  shall  stand 
r  xeused  if  I  say  nothing  further  about  it.  than 
that  if  we  have  tliflered.  I  differ  no  longer, 
but  readily  concur  with  him  in  his  notion. 

For  the  pur|K>sc  of  amusing,  as  he  says,  the 
readers  of  the  Examiner,  be  cites  “  a  few  ar¬ 
ticles  of  treaties  among  the  powers  of  this 
world.”  And  he  thinks  these  readers  “  will 
see  with  astoHishment,  tlie  mistaken  notions 
entertained  by  European  statesmen,  about 
these  san:e  fisheries.”  Meaning,  I  ■presume, 
(tor  it  is  not  always  easy  to  guess  at  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  one  who  deals  in  perpetual  irony)  tl-at 
they  will  see  that  such  statesmen  have  iliffer- 
ent  ideas  of  the  law  of  nations,  on  the  subject 
of  the  fisheries  from  what  have  been  broached 
in  this  country,  and  that  consequently  we  are 
altogether  in  an  error.  Let  us,  also,  then, 
venture  to  look  at  the  same  articles,  and  see 
for  ourselves  what  they  really  amount  to. 

Observer  begins  with  a  treaty  made  in  17(53 
between  Great-Britain,  France  and  .Spain, 
since  called  the  treaty  of  Paris,  from  which  he 
quotes  the  5th  and  13th  articles,  thus : 

“  The  subjects  of  France  shall  have  liberty  to 
fish  and  dry  fish  on  a  part  of  the  coast  of  New¬ 
foundland,  such  as  is  specified  in  the  tdth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  article  is  renewed 
and  confirmed  by  the  present  treaty,  (excepting. 
&c.)  and  his  Britannic  majesty  consents  to  leave 
to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christien  king  tiie 


liberty  of  fishing  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  on 
condition  that  the  subjects  of  Franre  shall  use 
(he  said  fishery  only  at  a  distance  of  three  league* 
from  all  the  coasts  belonging  to  Greal-Briiain, 
as  well  those  of  the  continent  as  those  of  the  Isl¬ 
ands  situate  in  the  said  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
And  as  to  what  concerns  the  liberty  of  fishing  uu 
the  coast*  of  the  island  of  C  ape  Breton,  out  ot  the 
said  gulf,  it  shall  he  permitted  to  the  subjects  ot 
the  most  Christian  king  to  use  the  said  fishery 
only  at  the  distance  of  15  leagues  from  the  court* 
of  the  said  island  of  ('ape  Breton,”  &c. 

Art.  IS.  “  His  catholic  majesty,  for  himself 
and  his  successors,  desists  from  all  pretence 
which  be  may  have  formed  in  favour  of  the  Ciui- 
piisGoans,  and  others  his  subjects,  to  the  right  of 
fishing  in  the  environs  of  the  island  of  Newfound¬ 
land.” 

Such  are  the  quotations  from  this  treaty  to 
show  that  Great-Britain  was  in  1763  admitted 
by  France  and  Spain  to  |>osscss  the  exclusive 
right  to  the  fisheries  on  the  Grand  Bank  of 
.Vcwtniindlaiirl.  In  our  former  number  we 
said  ••  the  Grand  Bank  of  Newfoundland  is  a 
space  in  the  ocean  extending  north  and  south 
about  seven  degrees ;  east  and  west  about 
three  degrees,  and  distant  from  the  shores  of 
Newfoundland  about  thirty  letigues.*  Our  in¬ 
ference  was,  that  “  the  right  to  fish  on  it, 
therefore,  belongs,  by  the  laws  of  nature  and 
nations,  to  us,  in  common  with  Great-Britain 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.”  “  Not  so,  ^says 
Observer,)  look  here,  at  the  .5th  article  of  this 
treaty  of  1763,  and  you  w  ill  see  that  France 
and  Spain  have  acknowledged  the  exclusive 
right  of  Great-Britain  to  these  fisheries. 
They  both  consent  not  to  exercise  the  li¬ 
berty  of  fishing  on  the  coast  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  frulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  nearer 
than  at  the  distance  of  three  leases  from  the 
shore,  on  the  coast  of  the  island  of  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  nearer  than  at  the  distance  of  fifteen 
{ca^urs.'and  by  the  13th  art.  you  will  see 
further,  that  his  catholic  majesty  desists  from 
all  pretensions  in  favour  of  his  claims  to  fish 
i'l  the  enrirnns  (neigliltoiirliood)  of  the  island 
of  Newliiiiiidlaiul.”  How  then  stands  our 
ease  ?  We  claim  a  right  to  fish  on  a  tiank 
situated  not  nearer  in  any  part  than  *.W)  miles 
from  the  shore  and  extending  about  COO  piiles 
into  the  sea,  all  of  which  bank  we  say  lies  in 
the  mran,  and  therefore,  do  we  claim  this 
right ;  hut  wc  arc  answered  by  a  snjiposcd  au¬ 
thority  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  Great- 
Britain  has  by  the  admission  of  other  powers, 
an  exclusive  right  to  the  fisheries  on  the  coast, 
to  the  distance  of  nine  miles  from  the  shore, 
and  also  to  the  fisheries  in  the  ncighbourta/od 
of  Newfoundland ! 

We  are  next  [iresentcd  with  a  quotation 
from  the  treaty  of  1778  between  Franci?  ::iul 
the  United  states,  the  9th  Art,  of  wliirh,  runs 
thus  :  “  The  inhabitants,  inerohants,  rom- 
manders  of  ships.  of  the  two  parties,  shall 

*  This  is  a  little  overrated,  but  not  materially 
so. 
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reriprorally  akstaiii  from  and  avoid  fishing  in 
all  the  places  posiensed  or  tvhieh  shall  he  pos¬ 
sessed  by  the  other  party.  The  subjects  of 
his  most  Christian  inajosly  shall  not  tish  in 
the  harbours,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  and 
places  which  ttie  United  States  possess.  And 
in  like  manner,  the  subjects,  people,  and  in* 
habitants  of  tlie  said  United  States  shall  not 
(ish  ill  the  harbours,  bays,  creeks,  roads,  and 
places,  which  his  most  cliristain  majesty  now 
possesses,  or  shall  herealter  possess,”  &c. 

If  Observer  means  to  draw  any  inference  in 
bis  favour,  from  this  article,  by  analogy,  I 
should  suppose  the  least  he  could  do,  would 
be  to  show  that  the  Grand  Bank  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  came  within  the  words  ol'descriptiotihere 
used  :  that  it  was  either  a  harbour,  bay,  creek 
'road,  coast  or  place  rcithin  the  possession  of 
Great'Britain ;  and  I  commend  his  prudence 
tor  not  attempting  to  show  either. 

The  10th  art.  of  the  same  treaty  is  given  in 
the  words  following  : 

“  The  United  Slates,  their  citizens  and  inha¬ 
bitants  .shall  Hpver  disturb  the  siilijectsol'tlie  must 
Christian  king,  in  the  enjoynu  nt  and  PKcrvise 
of  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  Banks  of  Neirfutiiiil- 
tand,  any  more  than  in  the  inderiiiite  and  exclu¬ 
sive  enjoyment  which  behiit'slo  them  on  that  part 
of  the  coasts  of  that  ishnid,  desii'nated  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrerht,  nor  in  the  ri<;lit  relatire  to  nil  and  each 
of  the  islands  which  belong  to  his  must  Christian 
mojesty.'* 

Is  it  meant,  then,  to  sny  that  by  this  stipula¬ 
tion  on  the  |)art  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
French  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  tishing  on  the 
Hanks  of  Newfoundland,  iiijiuo'.ested,  is  an  im¬ 
plied  concession  on  the  (lart  of  b'rance,  in  the 
face  of  clear  expressions  to  the  contrary,  that 
without  such  stipulation,  she  coiiKi  not  enjoy 
it  hecaiise  it  beloiig'-d  to  the  United  States  ? 

He  is  next  so  obliging  as  to  inform  us  that 
in  1783  a  peace  was  concluded  between  (Jreat- 
Britaiii  and  France,  in  wliicii  the  treaties  of 
1648,  78,  79,  97,  1713,  14,  17,  18.  38.  48,  and 
63.  were  all  reneived  and  coiiiinued.  I'he 
1th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1733  are 
then  quoted  at  full  leuglh,  iii  the  words  and 
figures  following. 

“  Art.  4.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  is  maintained  in  the  property  of  the  Island 
of  Newfoundland  and  the  adjacent  is  can  ns,  as 
the  whole  was  secured  to  him  by  the  1  th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  excepting  the  island.s 
of  tit.  Pierre  and  .Miquelon,  which  are  ceded 
in  loll  properly  by  the  pre.seiit  treaty,  to  his 
most  Christian  majesty.” 

But  what  the  13th  article  oftlie  treaty  of 
Utrecht  has  to  do  with  a  question  relating  to 
the  Banks  of  Vnwibiiiidlaud,  J  am  wholly  at  a 
loss  to  conjoetiire.  It  certainly  neith.or  men¬ 
tions,  nor  even  refers  to  those  /w.iAs.  The 
two  following  conclude  the  foriuidable  list  of 
autliorilies  adduced. 

“  And  5tli.  His  most  chrislkn  maiesty,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  quarrels  which  have  tak  ju  place  hereto¬ 


fore  between  the  English  and  French,  consent# 
to  renounce  the  right  of  fishing  which  belongs  to 
him  in  virtue  of  the  l.Sth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  Cape  Boiiavista  to  Cape  St.John, 
gitiinte  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  in  the 
.5Uth  ilegree  of  N.  latitude.  And  bis  majesty  the 
king  of  Great- Britain,  consents,  on  bis  part,  that 
the  fishery  assigned,  to  the  subjects  of  his  most 
cliristiaii  majesty,  beginning  at  the  said  Cape  St. 
John,  passing  to  the  north  and  descending  on  the 
west  coast  of  Newfoundland,  shall  extend  to  the 
place  called  Cape  Raye,  i»  the  lattitude  of  4T 
degrees  50  minutes.  I’lie  French  fishermen  shall 
enjoy  the  fishery  assigned  to  them  by  the  present 
article,  as  they  could  of  right  enjoy  that  which  is 
assigned  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.” 

Art.  5tli.  ”  As  to  the  fishery  in  the  Gulf  of 
Si.  Lawrence,  tin;  French  may  continue  to  carry 
it  on  coiifuriiialjly  to  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Paris.” 

This  .5lli  article,  as  we  have  just  seen,  ex- 
cluiles  tlie  French  fitim  fishing  within  “  three 
leagues  of  all  the  coasts  of  (ireat-Britain,  as 
well  those  of  the  rontineat  as  those  of  tlie 
i>laiids  situate  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.” 

The  reader  is  now  possessed  of  all  the  au¬ 
thorities  which  Mr.  Observer  has  adduced 
witii  so  much  ceruinony,  (and  they  are  all,)  to 
prove  to  the  American  people  that  Grcat-Bri- 
tain  possesses  exclusively  the  strict  right  to 
the  lisheries  on  the  Grand  RanA:  of  New  Ibund- 
iand,  which  lies  in  the  sea  ;  and  that  our  only 
chance  to  obtain  a  participation  in  those  fish¬ 
eries  is  “  from  the  grace  and  favour  of  our  ena- 
iny.”  If  the  public  think  with  me  respecting 
tlicse  aiithoiitics,  they  will  see  more  of  learn¬ 
ing  than  of  logic,  in  the  parade  which  it  has 
been  thought  fit  to  make  of  them.  Had  the 
writer  found  himself  able  to  go  much  farther 
than  he  has  done,  and  even  cited  treaties  bc- 
ttveeii  Grcat-Hi'itain  and  other  nations  in 
which  she  had  stipulated  wilh  them,  as  she 
did  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  with  us,  that  they 
slioijid  continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  right 
to  fish  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  still  I 
should,  witli  entire  confidence  have  repeated, 
that  this  proceeded  from  extreme  caution 
alone,  and  was  inserted  solely,  in  order  to 
avoid  disputes  in  future,  and  amounted  to  no 
more  than  a  recognition  of  a  right  already  pos- 
se.ssed.  But  this  idea  Mr.  Observer  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  throw  into  ridicule,  by  supposing 
the  case  of  a  formal  stipulation  in  a  treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  that  **  we  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  the  right  oi navigating  the  ocean 
and  killing  whales."  I  confess  I  hardly  sup¬ 
posed  that  this  gentleman  was  to  learn  at  this 
time  of  life,  that  in  fair  argument,  extreme 
cases  are  never  allowable  as  a  just  test  of 
truth.  But,  to  answer  hici  directly,  I  take 
leave  to  turn  bis  attention  to  the  very  quota¬ 
tion  be  has  himself  made  of  the  10th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1778,  between  France  and  the 
United  Stales.  There  he  will  see  a  stipula¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  never 
to  disturb  France  in  the  enjoyment  and  excr- 
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CISC  of  llie  of  lishciy,  nut  only  “  on  the 
Hanks  of  Ncwfuunillaiul,”  but  “  in  tlic  right 
relative  to  all  and  each  of  the  islands  tvhich 
belong  to  his  most  Christian  majesty."  Obser¬ 
ver  may  now  smiU  if  he  is  inclined,  but  every 
reader  will  here  see  an  instance  of  the  ex 
abundanti,  carried  to  a  much  greater  length 
than  in  the  case  before  us,  in  our  treaty  of 
178.1. 

Having  thtis  disposed  of  the  numerous  ex¬ 
tracts  of  treaties  between  various  nations, 
which  Mr.  Observer  has  presented  us  with. 


to  establishing  or  atlenipting  to  establish  any 
legal  right  to  the  fisheries  by  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  no  such  thing  is  once  pretended.  It  is 
enough  for  their  purpose  that  it  is  a  nrue  poU~ 
cy,  and  they  rely  on  their  dominion  on  the 
ocean,  safely  to  secure  it :  Utat  pro  ratione 
voluntas 

The  above  extract  is  given  verbatim,  that 
the  author  may  have  no  cause  to  complain  of 
misrepresentation,  and  it  clearly  now  ap|Kars, 
that  the  whole  dispute  belwedn  ns  turns  ii|)on 
the  meaning  of  a  single  word.  He  thinks  that 


well  knowing,  that  with  common  readers,  who  |  the  Hanks,  lieing  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
have  not  leisure  or  inclination  to  examine  for  |  coast  of  Newroiindland,  Grcat-Britain  posses- 
thcmselves,  learned  quotations  have  a  won-  ses  the  .sole  and  exclusive  right  to  the  fishery 
derful  effert  on  the  mind,  and  scarcely  ever  ]  uiion  them,  and  that  no  other  nation  can ‘‘ob- 
fail  to  make  them  believe,  that  much  has  1  lain  any  share  in  it  but  from  her  ^grore  and 
becu  proved,  because  much  has  been  quo- to 'vhich,  it  so. 


ted,  let  IIS  now  turn  to  the  passage  where 
be  has  very  honestly  put  the  question  be¬ 
tween  us,  directly  at  issue.  1  fancy  a  cool 
and  dispassionate  examination  of  this  part  of 
his  performance,  will  tend  quite  as  much  to 
lead  us  to  the  truth,  as  his  jibes  and  hisjats, 
or  his  learned  quotations. 

“  The  able  editor  (says  he)  seems  displeased 
with  the  merchants  of  St,.lolins.  Hot  when  he 
considers  that  they  are  onr  cnetiiles  ami  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  question,  he  may  perhaps  be  disposed  to 
make  some  allowance  fur  their  portion  of  hurauii 
frailty.  From  what  he  had  quoted  of  this  memo¬ 
rial,  it  seems  to  me  they  believe  the  existence  of 
Great-Britain,  “  as  a  great  and  independent  na¬ 
tion  depends  upon  her  dominion  on  the  ocean.” 
And,  so  believing,  they  “  wish  to  exclude  fo¬ 
reigners  from  sharing  again  in  the  advantages  of 
a  fishery  from  which  a  large  portion  of  their  na¬ 
tional  defence  will  be  derived.”  These  notions, 
are  not,  1  believe  confined  to  those  merchants. 
Blit,  I  perhaps,  not  understanding  English,  am 
mistaken  ;  and  their  object  may  be  “  to  shut  us 
out  from  fishing  on  the  ocean,  by  virtue  of  their 
dominion  on  (he  "same.”  This,  which  is  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  able  editor,  he  considers  “  an  un¬ 
reasonable,  unjust  and  preposterous  claim,  to 
which  we,  as  a  nation  can  never  yield.”  I  be¬ 
lieve  Englanil  never  pretended  to  prevent  na¬ 
tions  from  fishing  on  the  ocean,  and  would  proba¬ 
bly  agree  that  tlic  claim  if  intended  so  far,  is  un¬ 
founded.  But  let  not  the  memorialists  of  St. 
.Tohn’s  bn  condemned  for  what  they  do  not  say. 
If  the  claim  be  confined  to  the  Banks  I  would 
pray  leave  to  recommend  a  little  serious  atten¬ 
tion.” 

It  seems  there  is  a  trilling  diflerence  be¬ 
tween  us  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  memorial, 
which  difference  Observer,  very  unaffectedly, 
attributes  to  his  not  understanding  English, 
but  which  1  must  still  understand,  as  I  did  at 
first.  It  amounts,  in  my  conception,  to  nei¬ 
ther  more  nor  less  than  a  claim  on  the  part  of 
Great-Britain  to  the  fislieries  exclu.sively,  be¬ 
cause  Uicy  say  her  existence  depends  on  her 
dominion  on  the  ocean,  aud  becau.se  a  large 
portion  of  their  national  defence  is  derived 
from  these  fisheries.  “  Therefore,  say  they, 
it  would  be  a  wise  policy  to  shut  out  those  na¬ 
tions  now  leagued  in  war  against  us But  as 


also  agree  ;  but  if 
the  Bank  lies  in  the  ocean,  he  confesses  that 
he  himself  believes  the  claim  unfounded. — 
Observer  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  all  who 
take  any  interest  in  this  controversy,  for  com¬ 
ing  .so  directly  to  the  precise  point  in  issue. 
And  I  should  have  been  ready  to  have  extend¬ 
ed  niy  acknowledgments  still  further,  bad 
he  gone  on  and  settled  the  question  he  had 
so  pertinently  raised,  by  the  exhibition  of  a 
little  of  that  philological  knowledge,  in  which 
he  is  so  celebrated  an  adept,  and  showing  u'< 
what  was  meant  by  the  word  ocean  or  sea. — 
His  path  lay  directly  before  him,  and  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  research  in  full  view.  He  liad  only  to 
show  us  what  was  the  true  and  real  meaning 
of  the  single  word  ocean  or  sea,  (for  they  are 
perfectly  syuonimons)  and  that  it  did  not  ex¬ 
tend  nearer  the  shore  than  about  one  hundred 
miles,  and  his  work  was  done.  The  virtory 
belonged  to  him  and  to  his  clients  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  St.  John’s.  Instead  of  which,  he 
betakes  himself  to  his  favourite  weapon  of 
ridicule,  arguineiUum  ab  absurdo,  and  at  last 
quits  the  field  in  triumph,  because  he  has  de¬ 
luged  us  with  a  multitude  of  inapplicable 
quotations. 

Considering,  however,  tkit  the  only  qiiestlon 
before  the  public,  is  even  according  to  him¬ 
self,  simply,  what  arc  we  to  understand  by 
the  word  ocean  or  sea.  I  beg  permission  to 
turn  from  my  eloquent  opponent  for  a  few 
moments,  aiul  devote  a  little  attention  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  iiicaning  of  this  word,  and  how  it  is 
understood  by  writers  on  the  law  of  nations. 
On  this  occasion  I  might  avail  myself  of  ma¬ 
ny  learned  names  from  Grotius  to  Azuni,  but 
I  shall  take  but  one,  because  that  oue  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  better  authority  in  the  English 
maritime  courts  than  any  other,  and  because 
I  am  sure  his  opinion  will  never  be  disputed 
by  the  writer  of  Observer,  himself. 

“  Tlic  use  of  the  open  sea,  (says  Vattel,)  con¬ 
sists  in  navigation  anil  fishing.”  “  The  open  sea 
is,  in  its  own  nature,  not  to  be  possessed ;  no 
body  being  able  to  settle  there  so  as  to  hinder 
others  from  passing.  But  a  nation,  powerful  at 
sea  may  forbid  others  to  fish  in  and  navigate  it,  de¬ 
claring  that  U  appropriate*  its  dominion  to  itself. 
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mid  that  it  will  datroy  flit  ctiaelt  which  shall  dare 
to  appear  in  it,  without  its  permission.—— Let  us 
see  whether  it  has  a  right  to  do  tliis  ? 

“  It  is  manifest  that  the  risht  of  the  open  sea 
which  consists  in  navigation  and  fishing,  is  inno¬ 
cent  and  inexhaustible  ;  that  is,  he  who  navigates 
orfishes  in  it,  does  no  injury  to  any  one,  aud  that 
the  sea,  in  these  two  respects,  is  sufficient  for  all 
mankind.  Now,  nature  does  not  give  to  man  a 
right  of  appropriating  to  himself  things  that  may 
be  innocently  used  hnd  that  are  inexhaustible, 
and  sufficient  fur  all ;  since,  every  one,  being  able 
to  find  in  their  state  of  coinmunion,  what  was 
sufficient  to  supply  their  wants,  to  undertake  to 
rtiukr  themsdeis  sole  masters  of  them,  and  exclude 
ell  others  would  be  to  deprive  them,  without  rea¬ 
son,  of  the  benefits  of  nature.”  “  In  the  open 
sea,  people  may  saH  and  fish  without  the  least 
prejudice  to  any  persons  whatever,  and  without 
putting  any  other  people  in  danger :  no  nation, 
then,  has  a  right  to  lay  claim  to  the  open  sea,  or  to 
tllrihule  the  use  of  it  to  itself  to  the  exclusion  of 
ethers.” 

“  The  right  of  navigating  and  fishing  in  Uic 
open  sea,  being  then  a  right  common  to  all  men, 
the  nation  who  attempts  to  exclude  another  from 
that  adi'anlage  dues  it  an  injury,  and  dives  a 
svFFictLNT  CAUSE  OF  WAR  :  nuturc  authorizing 
a  nation  to  repel  an  injury:  that  is,  to  make  ut« 
of  force  against  whoever  would  deprive  it  of  its 
rights. 

“  We  may,  moreover,  say,  that  a  nation,  which, 
without  a  title  would  arrogate  tu  itself  an  exclu¬ 
sive  right  to  the  sea,  and  su|)port  it  by  force,  docs 
an  injury  to  all  nations  whose  common  right  it  eio- 
lules ;  and  all  are  at  liberty  to  unite  against  it,  in 
order  to  repress  such  an  attempt.” 

I  have  done.  This  article  is,  1  am  seasiUc 
long,  and  I  fear  tedious ;  I  have,  however,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  it  otherwise,  but  1  found  it 
itupossible  to  do  anv  thing  like  justice  to  the 
subject  and  compress  my  ideas  in  a  miieli  less 
compass  than  I  have  done.  I  lament  tiiat  it 
was  made  necessary  at  tliis  time,  to  enter 
at  all  upon  the  discussion  of  onr  right  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  fisheries  ;  but  it  was  forced  up¬ 
on  me,  and  1  could  not  consistently  with  the 
principles  by  which  I  profess  to  be  governed, 
avoid  meetiitg  it.  I  could  not  leave  it  to  he 
inferred  from  my  silence,  tliat,  on  a  question  of 
importance  to  the  country,  the  conductor  of  a 
public  print  was  to  be  awed  from  his  duty,  by 
the  haughty  demeanor  of  offended  pride,  or 
the  sneering  sarcasms  of  wit.  In  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  task,  1  am  unconscious  of  beiug 
actuated  by  any  other  motive,  than  a  wish  to 
inform  the  body  of  the  people,  and  to  prevent 
their  beiug  led  to  adopt  erroneous  notions 
concerning  a  subject  deeply  interesting  to  us 
alt  as  a  nation;  neither  do  I  entertain  a  sha¬ 
dow  of  doubt  that  tiio  motives  of  my  respect¬ 
ed  adversary  are  equally  pure  and  disinterest¬ 
ed  as  my  own  ;  but  we  happen  to  differ  in 
opinion,  and  it  is  uuw  fur  tlie  public  to  decide 
hetween  us. 


DUTCH  CONSTITUTION. 

Draft  of  a  fundamtilal  law  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Low  Coimlric.s. 

CHAP.  I. 

OP  THE  SOVEREIGN  PRINCE. 

Art.  1.  The  sovereignly  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  is  and 
remains  conferred  upon  his  Royal  High¬ 
ness  IVilliam  Frederic,  Prince  of  Orange 
Xassau,  to  he  fiossessed  hereditarily  tby 
him  and  his  lawful  descendants,  conloniF- 
aUly  to  tlic  conilitions  sjiecified  in  tlie  ar¬ 
ticles  which  follow. 

2.  They  arc  hulden  to  be  lawful  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  sovereign  prince,  who 
are  the  issue  of  a  marriage  contract,  which 
has  received  the  mutuid  consent  of  the 
sovereign  prince,  and  the  states  general. 

3.  The  sovereignty  is-  hereditary  by 
right  of  primogeniture,  in  such  manner 
that  the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  prince,, 
or  I  he  heir  male  of  the  eldest  son,  suc¬ 
ceeds  by  representation. 

4.  In  default  of  an  Iieir  male  of  the  eldr 
ebl  son,  the  sovereignty  devolves  upon 
his  brothers,  or  their  heirs,  male  in  like 
manner  by  right  of  primogeniture  aud  of 
representation. 

5.  In  total  default  of  heirs  male,  the 
sovereignty  is  inherited  by  daughters,  or 
their  descendants,  in  the  same  manner  as 
above. 

6.  In  default  of  issue  of  the  existing  so¬ 
vereign  prince,  William  Frederic  of  Or¬ 
ange  Nassau,  the  sovereignty  falls  to  his 
sister  the  Princess  Frederica  Lottisa  IVil- 
hclmina  of  Orange,  ilowaget  of  the  late 
Cluirhs  George  Augustus,  hereditary  prince 
ofBruBswic  Lunenburg,  or  her  legitimate 
issue  burn  of  another  marriage  contracted 
by  her  on  the  conditions  of  article  2. 

7.  On  the  failure  of  legitimate  issue  of 
this  princess  also,  the  right  of  successioa 
shall  pass  to  the  lawful  male  heir  of  the 
Princess  Caroline  of  Orange,  sister  to  the 
late  Prince  William  V.  and  widow  of  the 
late  Prince  of  Nassau  Weilhui-g,  likewise 
by  right  of  primogeniture  aud  representa¬ 
tion. 

8.  If  particular  circuiiistauces  shall  rea¬ 
der  necessary  any  alteration  in  the  here¬ 
ditary  succession,  tlie  prince  sovereign 
has  tlie  power  of  proposing  a  law  on  this 
subject  to  the  states  general. 

9.  If  at  any  time  there  shall  he  no  he¬ 
reditary  successor  on  tire  above  condi¬ 
tions,  the  reigning  powers  shail  lie  obliged 
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to  propose  a  successor  to  the  states  gene¬ 
ral. 

10.  The  states  general  approving  this 
pro|K>sition,  the  sovereign  prince  shall 
make  known  the  nomination  of  their  suc¬ 
cessor  to  the  people,  in  the  manner  in 
which  all  ot  her  laws  are  promulgated. 

11.  If  from  any  unforeseen  circum¬ 
stances  such  a  successor  shall  not  have 
Ireen  named  before  the  decease  of  any 
reigning  prince,  the  states  general  shall 
nominate  and  proclaim  one,  and  shall  pub¬ 
lish  it  to  the  people. 

12.  The  sovereign  prince  enjoys  an 
annual  revenue  of  fifteen  hundred  thousand 
florins,  in  the  manner  regulated  by  the 
following  articles;  and  besides  there  shall 
be  provided  and  fitted  up  for  him  a  suit¬ 
able  summer  an(I  winter  residence. 

13.  The  law  may  determine  that  there 
shall  be  granted  in  part  discharge  of  the 
said  annual  revenue  to  the  sovereign 
prince,  if  he  prefer  it,  in  full  property, 
and  as  patrimonial  estate,  so  much  of  do¬ 
mains  as  shall  suffice  to  produce  a  revenue 
of  500,000  florins  or  thereabouts. 

14.  The  remainder  of  this  annual  reve¬ 
nue  shall  be  drawn  from  the  usufruct  of 
estates  to  be  hereafter  assigned  for  that 
purpose,  or  from  the  first  or  least  encum¬ 
bered  revenues  of  the  state. 

15.  The  sovereign  prince  as  well  as  the 
princes  and  princesses  of  the  house,  en¬ 
joy  an  exemption  from  all  personal  taxes 
and  direct  impositions,  with  the  exception 
of  the  land  tax.  Nevertheless  the  edi¬ 
fices  destined  for  their  use  or  residence  re¬ 
main  exempt  from  all  real  charges.  Nei¬ 
ther  he  nor  those  of  his  court  shall  enjoy 
any  exemption  from  iin|>08ts  ujion  con¬ 
sumption. 

16.  The  sovereign  prince  organizes  his 
house  according  to  his  pleasure. 

17.  The  eldest  son  of  the  sovereign 
prince  is  the  first  lubject  of  his  father. 
As  hereditary  prince  he  receives  the  title 
of  royal  ki^fuuss.  The  other  princes  and 
princesses  of  the  sovereign  family  conti¬ 
nue  to  bear  the  title  of  tnost  serene  high¬ 
ness. 

18.  The  here<litary  prince  receives  in 
that  quality  from  the  treasury  the  annual 
sum  of  100,000  florins,  reckoning  from  the 
day  on  which  he  shall  attain  tdghteen 
years  of  age. 

19.  The  sovereign  prince  attains  }i!S. 
majority  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

20.  la  case  of  minority,  the  sovereign 


prince  is  under  the  guardianship  of  iiis  re-  | 
lations,  members  of  the  sovereign  family,  1 
and  of  any  distingiiishetl  native  born  per-  I 
sons.  This  gua^ianship  b  established  | 
’beforehand  by  bb  predecessor  and  the  j 
states  general. 

21.  If  from  unforeseen  circumstances 
the  arrangement  of  the  guardianship  has 
not  been  made  beforehand,  it  shall  he  |)ro- 
vided  by  the  states  general  in  the  man¬ 
ner  ordered  in  the  preceding  article,  in 
concert  as  much  as  possible  with  some  of 
the  nearest  relations  of  the  sovereign  fa-  I 
mily. 

22.  On  the  death  of  the  sovereign 

prince,  the  states  general  assemlble  with¬ 
out  convocation.  The  members,  who, 
eight  days  after  that  of  his  disease,  are  at 
,the  residence,  open  the  extraordinary  as¬ 
sembly.  I 

23.  During  the  minority  of  the  sove¬ 
reign  prince,  the  right  of  sovereignty  is 
exercised  by  a  regent.  This  regent  is 
designated  beforehand  by  the  sovereign 
prince  and  the  states  general.  The  suc¬ 
cession  to  the  regency,  until  the  m  ijority 

of  the  successor,  may  be  established  iii  the  F, 
same  manner. 

24.  Iffrom  any  unforseen  circumstances 

there  shall  not  have  been  any  arrange¬ 
ment  concerning  the  regency  during  the 
life  time  of  the  sovereign,  it  shall  be  provi- 
detl  by  the  states  general.  If  there  sh,ill  I 
not  have  been  any  arrangements  made  ns  | 
to  the  succession  to  the  regency,  the  sue-  j 
cessor  shall  be  designated  conjoantly  by  j 
the  regent  and  slates  general.  i 

25.  These  arrangements  concerning  j 
the  regency  also  take  place  when  the  sove-  ! 
reign  prince  is  found  not  in  a  condition  to  jl 
govern  by  himself.  When  after  strict  ex-  il 
amination,  made  by  unanimous  consent,  it  || 
shall  appear  to  the  council  of  state,  com-  f  | 
poseil  of  the  mem'bers  that  orilinarily  sit  1  j 
in  it,  and  the  heads  of  ministerial  depart-  i  j 
ments,  that  this  case  exists,  the  council 
convokes  the  states  general  to  the  end 
that  they  may  provide  for  it,  as  long  as 

it  exists  according  to  the  established 
rules. 

To  be  ctmiinved. 

TTO  editor  is  under  the  necessity  of  |l 
dbeing  absent  for  two  or  three  weeks.  On 
his  return,  hb  e<litorial  labours  will  iie  re-  : 
sumed  with  alacrity  and  continued  with  j 
perseverance.  j 
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